AS | DISCUSSED EARLIER IN MY OPENING STATEMENT, THE IRAQI
SECURITY FORCES HAVE PLAYED AN INSTRUMENTAL ROLE IN
SHAPING THE CURRENT SECURITY ENVIRONMENT WE ARE NOW
EXPERIENCING HERE IN IRAQ. THE ISF HAS PLANNED, LED AND
EXECUTED SUSSESSFUL MISSIONS IN BASRA, MOSUL, AMARAH,
SADR CITY AND MOST RECENTLY THE DIYALA PROVINCE. THE
OPPORTUNITIES CREATED BY THE SECURITY LEVEL HAS OPENED
DOORS FOR PROGRESS. PROGRESS IN THE ABILITY OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF IRAQ TO PROTECT THE IRAQI PEOPLE WHILE
INCREASING THEIR CAPABILITY AT THE PROVINACIAL AND LOCAL
LEVELS TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES IN THE FORMS OF
ELECTRICITY, WATER, MEDICAL SERVICES AND EMPLOYMENT.

THE IRAQI SECURITY FORCES, LIKE OUR OWN U.S. MILITARY, IS
FORMED BY AN ALL VOLUNTEER FORCE. ITS RANKS ARE MADE UP
OF INDIVIDUALS STEPPING FORWARD TO SERVE THEIR NATION
AND SERVE SELFLESSLY.

THE COALITON SURGE OF FIVE BRIGADE COMBAT TEAMS WAS
ONE OF THE MANY SURGES THAT CAME TOGETHER IN 2007 TO
PRODUCE PROGRESS IN IRAQ. THE COALITON'S SURGE WAS
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURGE IN SUPPORT FROM THE IRAQI PEOPLE
AND THE AWAKENING MOVEMENT, A SURGE IN RECONCILIATION,
RECONSTRUCTION, GOVERNANCE, AND ECONOMICS AS WELL AS
AN ADDITIONAL SURGE OF GROWTH IN THE IRAQI SECURITY
FORCES: IN THAT TIME PERIOD, THE ISF GREW BY OVER ONE
HUNDRED AND THIRTY THOUSAND ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS.



ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY THOUSAND WHO KNEW THE DANGERS
POSED BY AQI AND SPECIAL GROUP CRIMINALS AND THOSE
WANTING TO DISRUPT THE PROGRESS BEING MADE IN IRAQ AND
CHOSE TO STAND ALONG SIDE THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF
IRAQI CITIZENS ALREADY SERVING.

THE IRAQI SECURITY FORCES HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING COMBAT
OPERATIONS SINCE ITS NEW BEGINNING IN 2003. THE PROGRESS
IN THE CAPABILITY AND PROFESSIONALISM OF THE IRAQI
SECURITY FORCES AND THE CURRENT SECURITY GAINS HAS BEEN
ACHIEVED THRU COURAGE, DEDICATION AND SACRAFICE. SINCE
JANUARY 2004, OVER NINE THOUSAND IRAQI SOLDIERS AND
POLICE HAVE BEEN KILLED AND OVER TWENTY SIX THOUSAND
WOUNDED. THEIR COMMITMENT AND SACRAFICE FOR THE
EMERGENCE OF A NEW IRAQ SHOULD NOT GO UNRECOGNIZED.
THERE IS STILL A LOT OF WORK TO BE DONE IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ISF, MOVING TOWARDS THE GOAL OF AN
ISF THAT CAN PROTECT THE PEOPLE, SECURE THE BORDERS AND
ENFORCE RULE OF LAW. BASED UPON THE DEDICATION AND
SELFLESS SERVICE OF THE IRAQIS WHO FILL THE ISF RANKS, THAT
IS AN ACHIEVEABLE GOAL.



